Harold Weisberg 

7627 Old Receiver Road 
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{ Editor, Hew York L'imes Magazine 

i 229 West 45 s t. , 

New York, NY 10056 

Dear Editor, 

i 

In the past I was a source for a number of ^imes reporters. I remember Wendell Rawls, 
John Crewdson and Martin Waldron, who spent time here, and Peter Kihss. After reading the 
manuscript of my second book in 1966 Harrison Saulsbury had Kihss and three others spend 
an afternoon questioning me. Tom Wicker ted introduced the manuscript of my first book and 
me to Saulsbury. Eor Rawls I was his source of/ stories raising questions about the ^ouse 
select committee on political assassinations. I was the only one of those generally and I 
think less than accurately lumped together as "critics" of the official accounts of the 
JEK assassination. I alone refused to have anything to do with that committee. After my 
first contacts with it I informed a number of reporters of wliat I regarded as its im- 
proprieties. I am also alone in never having espoused any conspiracy theories. My work 
is limited entirely to factual reporting and analysis. In this it is unique, from time to 
time I debunk the commercializing of these unproven conspiracies and other exploitations. 

I do not want to mislead you: with the official evidence itself I have proven that 
there was a conspiracy to kill, without any whodunit conjectures. On the evidence only, 

\ 

the official evidence. And in my new book, for which I do not have any pub date, 1 not 
only carry that forward, with official documents^ I show there was a de facto cobspiracy 
not to inve&tigate the crime itself. I got about a third of a million pages of such records 
by a dozen FOIA lawsuits, ‘teme were^pleeeEefei and one contributed to the 1974 FOIA amend- 
ing to open FBI, CIA and similar iik&x files. I enclose the page of the Congressional Record. 
I am supprised that with my suit for suppressed records in his brother's assassination no 

paper reported ttet it is he who saw to}Lt that the legislative history would be as clear 
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as it is. 

I apologize for my typing. It cannot be any better. I am now past 80 and in impaired 
] health. 

Because I an the only one working in the field with an appropriate background and with 

no commercial or aareer interests I have, more since I started using FOIA, considered ttet 

i 

my primary obligation is, to the degree possible for me, to perfect the record for history. 

I (\ a 

Consistent with this I have given all my papers, with no quid pro quo, to local Hood College, 

: a fine small one, and work closely with thre/yprofessors who teach courses an the politics 

of assassinations, not as a whodunit. If you would like their independent and perhaps not 

entirely impartial opinions they are L r . D avid Wrone, University of Wisconsin, 71 5/544- 

8148; Dr. Gerald McKnight, ^ood, 501/475-5639; J&i d Dr. Gerald Ginocchip, Wofford College, 

591 Lucerne Drive, Spartanburg, SC. 

Because I consider ttet FOIA gives me ncTpieert property right to the records I obtain 
I make them freely available, along with our copier, to all writers who want to use them. I 
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acutes/ 

in adssase alia 


know in adseise aliat virtually all who do will write what I do not agree with because I 

know in advance that they either espouse conspiracy theories ofu support the official 

mythologies. (There are two because the FBI and the Secret Service, if not publicly, in 

their internal records, do not agree with the conclusions of the Warren Commission.) 

I hope you will consider the enclosed article for publication. If you do, feel free 

to edit or cut it in any way you may like, as long as there is no change in fact. If you 

have any questions, please feel free to call me (301/473-8186) but before 6 p.m. I must 
vf r ‘•‘v 1 1/ 

be abed by 7 because 'for- several medical problems I am awake and cannot return to sleep 
beginning not long after midnight. 

If anyone at the T imes wants to be able to consult someone with a real knowledge of 

the subject about the coming flood of c 6 tefe?r dializations and exploitations of the 230th 

anniversary of the JFK assassination I will be as helpful as I can. I do not know of one 

of them that will bring to light any new fact about the assassii^ion and ^ know about more 

than Publishers Weekly reported on last month. No matter how carefully and seemingly 

i lyUkUyhlT 

effectively they and their publishers^-pnetrtent their books as factual, they are in fact 
theories, some absolutely impossible. For example, the one Publisherif'Weekly said will 
prove that Oswald was a lone assassin because the Zapruder film proves it. That one began 
as an entirely different book, by the way. 

Should you be interested, I believe that there now ought be no problem in getting for 
use a clear picture of the tie. Not/ after all that has been disclosed official/^, with all 
the blood on it. There is none on the tie where it has evidentiary value. It was, without 
any question at all, not struck by any bullet. 

If you are not interested, please let me know as soon as you can. I would then submit 
it elsewhere. 

Sincerely, 




Ido 


Harold Weisberg 



